Central nervous system inflammation.
Activation of inflammation is the hallmark of pathological processes that follow acute injury. This process is mediated by inflammatory cytokines and adhesion molecules that reside on the surface of endothelium, leucocyte and inflammatory cells. Attenuation of the adhesion cascade has been the subject of several basic science and clinical trials in the management of neurological injury. This review will highlight the role of adhesion molecules in the evolution of secondary injury after cerebral ischaemia and trauma. Potential therapeutic avenues will then be discussed.